


And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will 
happen to the believers who have died so you will not grieve like 
people who have no hope.  For since we believe that Jesus died and 
was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, 
God will bring back with Him the believers who have died.



We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when 
the Lord returns will not meet Him ahead of those who have died.  
For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven with a 
commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trumpet call of God.  First, the believers who have died will rise 
from their graves.  Then, together with them, we who are still alive 
and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air.  Then we will be with the Lord forever. So encourage 
each other with these words.

Therefore comfort one another with these works (New King James 
Version)



Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed.  For this perishable must put 
on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  



But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and 
this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the 
saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, 
where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”  The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in 
vain in the Lord (New American Standard Bible)


